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Left: Players gather around McDermott for further instruction. Above: Jeff 
Bergstrom drives the lane as McDermott intensely watches the play develop. 
And with that, the team responds. 
In fact, whenever he speaks, whether 
it's at the practice gym or on game day, 
everybody in the room is listening. He 
has that uncanny ability to take over 
a room by just walking in it. Even 
at practice, he makes his rounds, ac-
knowledging everybody from the me-
dia to the team managers. 
Born on a farm in Cascade, Mc-
Dermott is a longtime Iowan. "But at a 
young age, I knew farming wasn't for 
me. It did, however, instill in me tre-
mendous values that have stuck with 
me to this day," McDermott says. 
He £reaches discipline, respect, 
selflessness and integrity - the ingre-
dients needed to build a winning pro-
gram that everyone can be proud of 
both on and off the court. Last March, 
McDermott was the head coach at the 
University of Northern Iowa. His Pan-
thers had received a bid to the NCAA 
Tournament. They drew perennial 
powerhouse Georgetown in the first 
round. McDermott was in the locker 
room with his prized recruiting class, 
which included player Eric Crawford, 
who later signed onto the ISU coach-
ing staff. 
Even after implementing a strong 
game plan and having the lead for 
much of the game, Northern Iowa fell 
just short in a gut-wrenching loss. In-
stead of having time to reflect on the 
season, McDermott found himself in 
the middle of a media frenzy. He was 
the top candidate for Iowa State, and 
it was hardly a secret. Three days after 
the loss to Georgetown, McDermott 
was addressing the ISU men's basket-
ball team as their new head coach. He 
just turned 42 years old, and he holds 
one of the most talked-about coaching 
positions in the state of Iowa. 
"It happened so fast. The first time 
I met with the team was right before 
the press conference to announce me 
being hired as the new head coach," 
McDermott says. 
After a very disappointing 2005 
campaign, the off-season turned tu-
multuous for the Cyclones. Recruit-
ing and scheduling scandals gained 
national exposure. Head coach Wayne 
Morgan was promptly fired, and the 
search for the new head coach was in 
full effect. ISU Athletic Director Ja-
mie Pollard wanted someone who was 
a proven leader and enjoyed consistent 
bove: Post players watch as McDermott uses Dustin Streff as an example of how to gain better inside position. 
success. He wanted someone with a deep 
basketball pedigree, someone who could 
not only adequately represent the pro-
gram, but would be the face of the pro-
gram. He found what he was looking for 
in McDermott. 
"For a while, Hilton lost its magic, but 
there is no doubt in my mind that Mc-
Dermott will get it back quickly," Pollard 
says. 
The team may not have been winning 
as much, but fan support - a luxury Mc-
Dermott says he has never had when be-
ginning a coaching job - was still there. 
At Northern Iowa, McDermott started 
off slow, but then had three consecutive 
NCAA Tournament berths. McDermott 
and his Panthers earned respect, and 
validation came when fan attendance in -
creased and the team later received a na-
tional ranking. 
"At all of the institutions I worked at 
before, I never inherited fan interest. But 
at Iowa State, getting people to the games 
is not a worry. The fans are truly passion-
ate and care deeply about the Iowa State 
program. They are some of the best fans 
in all of college basketball. I really appre-
ciate their input and their concerns. I ap-
preciate their excitement and their loyalty 
to the program," he says. 
Success is something McDermott has 
grown used to over the years, and he 
doesn't plan on changing this trend now. 
In high school, he earned all-state hon-
ors while on the Cascade basketball team. 
As a result, he landed a scholarship to 
play at the University of Northern Iowa. 
There, he led the team in shooting per-
centage for three consecutive years, and 
by his senior year, he was an all-confer-
ence selection. 
After playing overseas for a year in 
W etzikon, Switzerland, McDermott de-
cided to pursue coaching. He first worked 
as an assistant at the University of North 
Dakota. Then, at his first head coaching 
job, McDermott resurrected a Wayne 
State program and led them to four 
straight 20-win seasons. 
After this stint, he traveled to North 
Dakota State for one year, where he en-
joyed another winning season. Northern 
Iowa decided to take a chance and named 
a young, up-and-coming Greg McDer-
mott as its head coach. 
McDermott credits his success to sur-
rounding himself with good people. When 
he came to Iowa State, he stuck with this 
formula. 
Ron Smith worked with McDermott 
all five years at Northern Iowa, first as 
assistant coach and then as director of 
basketball operations, a position he re-
tains at Iowa State. By spending so much 
time with him, Smith has grown keen to 
McDermott's style of coaching. 
"He is low-key, but he knows what he 
wants, and he is going to get it out of his 
staff and his players. His actions are me-
thodical, and his words are very thought 
out," Smith says. "But underneath it all, 
he has this burning desire to be the best, 
and ~~ will do anything it takes to get 
there. 
For now, getting to the top tier of the 
Big 12 will be very difficult. Five scholar-
ship players left at Morgan's departure, 
and McDermott had to scrap together a 
competitive team for the 2006 season by 
digging in junior colleges for talent. 
"It takes a while to build a program. It 
takes a year to learn the system we imple-
ment. On top of that, we lose a year of 
recruiting due to the coaching change, so 
automatically you start one step behind," 
he says. 
By leaving his comfort zone in Cedar 
Falls, McDermott has had to face a major 
transition in every facet of his life. 
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Jove: Coaching against UC-Riverside, McDermott throws his hands up, pleading for his players to do the same on the defensive end. 
While he proclaims that the people of 
Ames, the fans across the state, and the 
students of the university have welcomed 
him to the community, McDermott says 
he has received insight from an unlikely 
source, a former opponent who knew the 
job firsthand. 
''I've talked to Coach [Larry] Eustachy 
several times since I accepted the job. He 
has given me some advice to what worked 
for him during his time at Iowa State. I've 
known Larry for a number of years, and 
the fact he went out of his way to help me 
out says a lot about him as a person," Mc-
Dermott says. 
Eustachywas the head basketball coach 
at Iowa State from 1998 to 2003 and was 
the AP National Coach of the Year after 
leading the Cyclones to the Elite 8 in the 
2000 NCAA Tournament. 
Although he knew the ISU program 
well, he was fired in 2003 after photos 
were found of him drinking and kissing 
female students at a college party in Co-
lumbia, Mo. 
This, on top of the Wayne Morgan con-
troversies, has brought a bad stigma to the 
men's head coaching position. However, 
it is not something that McDermott feels 
will be an issue under his direction. 
"The pressure I feel is more internal. 
I don't think too much about what other 
people think and things I wasn't a part of. 
It's my goal to build a program that ev-
eryone can take pride in. If it is a program 
that I am proud of, our fans are going to 
embrace this as well," McDermott says . 
"The image of our program is very, 
very important to me. The actions of our 
players and coaches on and off the play-
ing floor are something we constantly 
emphasize. If we do things the right way 
and work as hard as we possibly can, then 
everything else will fall into place." 
So far, things are starting to. McDer-
mott has been working tirelessly to get 
the program to the status he desires. The 
proof lies in the progress already made 
and, unfortunately, the decline in his golf 
game. 
"I was a 5-handicap when I got the job, 
now I am a 10," he says. 
In making the move to Ames, McDer-
mott's biggest concern was how well his 
family would adjust. He is a strong family 
man who is devoted to wife, Theresa, his 
two sons, Nick and Doug, and daughter, 
Sydney, who just started kindergarten. 
"But the transition has gone unbeliev-
ably well. The people of Ames and Cy-
clone fans specifically have welcomed us 
with open arms," he says. 
The family is growing increasingly 
used to seeing Dad on the ISU sidelines. 
McDermott admits that there are a few 
purple items left in their closets, but most 
have been replaced by Cyclone colors. 
As for the rest of the ISU faithful, they 
are re-energized seeing McDermott lead 
the cardinal and gold. His home is now a 
coliseum instead of a dome, and his fans 
gather as Cyclone Alley instead of "Mac's 
Maniacs." The challenge is there, but so is 
Coach McDermott. 
"Let's go." e 
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